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OBITUARY 
J. Wendy Lloyd 

1960 – 2005 

 

Neil Fairall 

PO Box 545, Kleinmond, 7195. 
E-mail: fairi@itech.co.za 

W 
endy Lloyd, a member of 
the GSSA, passed away 
on the 3rd May 2005. 

She was born on the 25th August 
1960 in Springs in the then Trans-
vaal and matriculated from Sans 
Souci school in Cape Town. 

She studied for a BSc. degree 
in geology and botany at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, meaning to prac-
tice as a geologist, but was given 
the chance to do an MSc. in botany 
mapping the plant communities at 
the Vaalputs radioactive waste 
disposal site; this led her to a 
productive career as a botanist in 
the North and Northwestern Cape. 

She started her career in the 
then Cape Department of Nature 
Conservation, stationed at the 
Jonkershoek research station near 
Stellenbosch, her brief being the 
Northern Cape. When the Northern 
Cape office was opened she trans-
ferred to Kimberley and stayed 
there as part of  the new 
department, when the Northern 
Cape became a separate province. 
It was here that she spent her most 
productive time surveying and 
mapping the vegetation of the 

provincial nature reserves and 
laying the foundations for their man-
agement plans. While here she also 
started the work for her PhD. 
studying the problem of bush 
encroachment, which she correctly 
identified as mainly bush thickening. 

Wendy joined the ARC Institute 
for Soil, Climate and Water in 1997 
to continue working with remote 
sensing in which she became inter-
ested while mapping the Northern 
Cape vegetation. Here she led the 
team using this technique to map 
the invasive aliens for the Cape 
Action for People and the Environ-
ment (C.A.P.E.) project as well as 
other investigations into invasive 
trees, in spite of the cancer that 
eventually was to lead to her 
passing. 

Wendy was always a team 
player both in the workplace and 
socially. She was fun loving and 
intensely loyal to her friends, but her 
most inspiring characteristic was 
her fighting spirit epitomized by her 
gaining her black belt in karate 
while already weakened by cancer. 
We can all learn from that. 


